
We write to you today as concerned tuberculosis (TB) survivors and citizens of the G20 nations,

representing the millions of people deeply affected by this devastating disease each year. Tragically, it

has recently been confirmed that in 2020 in the wake of COVID-19 the number of people dying from TB

increased for the first time in over a decade to 1.5 million people, with almost 10 million people falling ill

with the disease. Even in the face of COVID-19, which killed 1.7 million people in 2020, TB remained the

leading infectious cause of death in much of the world. 

We welcome the inclusion of TB in the recent G20 Health Declaration as a positive step towards

prioritising TB in the global health agenda, but we need the funding. At the United Nations High-Level

Meeting to End TB in 2018, world leaders pledged to deliver at least US$2 billion annually for TB

research, of which US$550 million was assigned for vaccines. Despite these commitments, TB research

is impeded by an annual US$1.1 billion shortfall, while funding for TB vaccines has never exceeded

US$120 million per year. We need to make up for lost time. 

TB is a disease of injustice. Over 90% of people who fall sick with TB live in developing and emerging

economies, imposing enormous socio-economic burdens on our families and communities. Without

new TB vaccines the needless suffering we have all experienced continues. Yet, while we have seen

unprecedented development of multiple COVID-19 vaccines in the last 18 months, there is only one

available TB vaccine – the 100-year-old Bacille Calmette Guérin (BCG) vaccine. BCG offers important

protection against the most severe forms of TB in young children but does not protect adolescents and

adults, who are most at risk for developing and spreading TB. BCG alone will not end the TB epidemic.

We are losing people at every step of care. TB diagnostics and therapeutics fall far short of what people

with TB need. This is only worsened by the COVID-19 pandemic. With only a handful of new TB drugs

developed in the past 50 years, treatment still takes months or years, with many debilitating and deadly

side effects. Understandably, adherence to treatment can be poor, contributing to TB as a key driver of

antimicrobial resistance (AMR). Of the half a million people estimated to fall sick with drug-resistant TB

each year, only 157,000 were diagnosed in 2020, and globally, multidrug-resistant TB is estimated to

account for one-third of all AMR-related deaths. Moreover, drug-resistant TB could cost the global

economy US$16.7 trillion by 2030. We can’t treat ourselves out of the epidemic. Now more than ever,

we need the global political community to show solidarity. Innovation needs to be fueled across the

board to accelerate the development of new TB vaccines and ensure the End of TB.

COVID-19 reminds us how interconnected we really are and of the moral and public health imperative

to protect one another. Now, as we address the current pandemic, the world is already preparing for the

next one, including ambitious plans to develop a vaccine for the next pandemic within 100 days. Today,

new TB vaccines are on the horizon, with six novel TB vaccine candidates in late-stage trials and other

promising candidates in clinical and preclinical stages. Without immediate action, these life-saving

vaccines will be further delayed, risking millions of lives. TB must be prioritised alongside other global

infectious threats through a fully funded and resourced TB vaccine pipeline. 

We raise our voices as a global TB community and look to the G20 to fulfil their funding and political

commitments to deliver new vaccines to End TB by 2030.

 

Yours faithfully,

The undersigned

                                                                                                               We now call on our G20 ministers to uphold

global commitments to end TB by 2030 by providing an annual investment of at least US$1 billion to

ensure we have a fully funded and resourced TB vaccine pipeline by 2023 so that new TB vaccines are

possible as early as 2025.

Fulfil promises to invest in new TB vaccines to save millions of lives

bit.ly/TBVaxG20

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240013131
https://www.who.int/tb/unhlmonTBDeclaration.pdf
http://www.stoptb.org/global/plan/plan1822.asp
https://www.treatmentactiongroup.org/resources/tbrd-report/tbrd-report-2020/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/11304/corporate_2021resultsreport_report_en.pdf
http://www.stoptb.org/global/plan/plan1822.asp
https://spark.adobe.com/page/rkJgh4Ar8T8hN/
https://spark.adobe.com/page/rkJgh4Ar8T8hN/
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This call to action is endorsed by the following 58 organizations

(Results USA &

Results Canada)

(Results UK)

https://www.treatmentactiongroup.org/
https://www.results.org.uk/
https://www.wearetb.com/
https://newtbvaccines.org/
https://www.edctp.org/
https://www.tbvi.eu/
https://www.dsw.org/en/
https://www.tbcoalition.eu/
https://wacihealth.org/
https://kanco.org/
https://survivorsagainsttb.com/En/
http://www.tbcontrollers.org/
https://path.org/
https://theunion.org/about-us/about-the-union
https://aapcho.org/
https://www.thoracic.org/
https://www.pedaids.org/
https://aquity.global/
https://www.georgiaaids.org/
https://www.ghtcoalition.org/
https://redepaulistadecontroledatuberculose.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cecstb.sp/
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https://www.tbonline.info/tbcab/
https://twitter.com/realTBpeople
https://www.theglobalfight.org/
https://www.aighd.org/
https://twitter.com/TbWomenGlobal
https://tbproof.org/
http://www.stoptb.org/about/cb/delegation2.asp
https://woteyouthdevelopment.org/
https://www.dzk-tuberkulose.de/
https://www.ivi.int/
https://www.uitb.cat/fundacio-uitb/
https://www.kncvtbc.org/en/
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https://www.uitb.cat/
http://www.serveisclinics.com/en/
http://www.ifp.kiev.ua/index_ukr.htm
https://www.facebook.com/bolodidiTB/
https://www.aspb.cat/
https://www.finddx.org/
https://www.ersnet.org/

